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School Enrollment Guide for Non-Japanese

[The Japanese Compulsory Education System]

The compulsory education period in Japan starts at six years of age and lasts until 15 years of age.

Children can enroll in elementary school starting the first April after they turn six years of age, and receive six years
of education.

Upon graduating from elementary school, children can enroll in junior high school and receive three years of
education.

[How to Enroll in Public Schools]
Children of foreign nationals are eligible to enroll in Japanese public Elementary Schools and Junior High Schools
after submitting an application.

Elementary Schools and Junior High Schools

Suginami City runs 40public elementary schools and 23 public junior high schools. Both types of schools begin
their school years in April.

Both schools do not charge an admission fee, tuition, or textbook fee.

If you wish to have your child enter a public school, please present any document that certifies your child’s name,
address and date of birth when you submit your child’s application for enrollment to the Board of Education. The
Board of Education will receive your application and inform you of your child’s school of entry.

The application office is the School Affairs Section located on the 6™ floor of the Suginami City Office East Wing.

Although an application can be submitted at any time of the year, please submit your application to the Board of
Education by around the end of September of the year preceding enroliment when applying for enrollment for the
first time.

(Please note that a child cannot enter junior high school without having graduated from a Japanese school. [ Graduation
from the elementary division of an international school in Japan shall not be considered as graduation from a Japanese
elementary school.])

[School in Which to be Enrolled]

The school that your child will enter shall be determined based upon your place of residence. (This is called the
designated school.)

If there are special reasons why you cannot enroll your child in the designated school, please consult with a
representative from the School Affairs Section.

[Health Examination]

A health examination shall take place when your child enters elementary school.

The Board of Education will inform you of the examination date, location of the examination and other details after
you have applied for enrollment.

Please inform the School Affairs Section if you are unable to bring your child for the health examination on the
designated date.

[School Lunches]
Ward-administered Elementary Schools and Junior High Schools in Suginami City have a school lunch program
for students. Parents or guardians are required to pay for school lunches. Please inquire at the school for details.

[Tuition Support]
For those whose income is low, there is a program available to assist in paying for part of the various public school
fees.

[When a Child Attending School in Suginami Ward Changes Addresses Within the Ward]
Please consult with the Education Affairs Section regarding procedures for when transferring your child to a
designated school for the new address, or if you want to have your child continue attending the same school.

Please direct inquiries to:

School Affairs Section

Suginami City Board of Education
Phone: (03) 5307-0760 (Direct line)
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